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The diversification and growth of the city is enabled our two great post-secondary facilities: the College of

New Caledonia (CNC) and the University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC). No city our size in Canada

has the same range of educational programs and, in fact, UNBC, which is known as Canada’s Green

University has placed second in the latest edition of the Maclean’s Magazine rankings. Our post-

secondary education and skills training institutions add to our stable workforce and exceptional quality of

life experienced here through our beautiful sport and leisure facilities and access to outdoor activity. Our

reputation has repeatedly attracted competitive sport on national and international stages!

Prince George is very competitive when it comes to attracting new business and development. We have an

abundancy of energy, Hydro, and natural gas; we also offer relatively low development costs and are proud

of our ability to provide excellent customer service through our Planning Division by processing

development permits quickly and efficiently.

Prince George is becoming the home base for many global leaders in innovative ways to drive the

economy and create high-value jobs while lowering greenhouse gas emissions. A few of those projects

include Arbios Biotech’s Chuntoh Ghuna plant that converts wood waste to renewable, high-quality

chemicals with applications in transportation fuels and Tidewater Renewable Diesel is Canada’s first

large-scale project to produce diesel from renewable sources.

It is an exciting time for Prince George. Great things are happening here, and I hope that you choose to

become part of our wonderful city.

2026 Community Profile

Mayor Simon Yu 

City of Prince George

On behalf of City Council and the citizens of Prince George, it is my pleasure to

welcome you to the largest community in Northern BC. Located on the traditional

territory of the Lheidli T’enneh, which means “the people from the confluence of

the river” in the Carrier language. The confluence is the central feature of the

City of Prince George logo, which depicts the coming together of roads, rivers,

and railways. 

The combination of the Prince George International Airport’s essential role in

Canada’s air transportation system and the nearby Port of Prince Rupert both

contribute to our community’s domestic prosperity and international

competitiveness. The transportation infrastructure connecting Prince George to

the world, combined with access to the rich natural resources, makes it an ideal

location for several priority industry groups including Clean Fuels, Construction,

Manufacturing, Professional Services, Transportation and Warehousing. 

MAYOR’S WELCOME
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Welcome to Prince George, British Columbia. Located in

central British Columbia (BC) on the traditional territory of the

Lheidli T’enneh. The city of Prince George has a population of

82,125 and is the largest city in the region of nearly 320,000

people that it serves. Development charges that are among

the lowest in Canada, a healthy economy, excellent

transportation connectivity and competitive tax rates make

Prince George a preferred location for businesses to establish

or expand their operations.

Healthcare & Social Assistance
Over the past decade, employment in the Healthcare & Social

Assistance sector has remained steady. Significant investments

have been made to expand health services in the city over this

time, including the BC Cancer Agency Centre for the North, and

the accompanying Kordyban Lodge, which is the most recent

investment in healthcare infrastructure in Prince George.

Wholesale & Retail Trade
The Wholesale & Retail Trade sector is the largest employment

industry in the Cariboo Development Region, reflecting the

establishment of new businesses and the continued growth of

the service and supply centre for communities across central

and Northern BC. 

Manufacturing
Manufacturing remains one of the largest sectors in Prince

George, with a broad range of production activities including

wood and wood waste products, machinery & equipment,

chemicals & plastics, and food & beverage manufacturing.

Construction
Construction remains one of the key employment sectors in

Prince George and the Cariboo region, due both to capital

investment in Prince George and local companies providing

support to major projects throughout central and Northern BC.

Educational Services
With two major post-secondary institutions, Prince George is a

strong centre for both university, college, and trades related

education. There are 5,400 people employed in this sector in

the Cariboo region. Local school districts also contribute to the

regional employment. 

Transportation & Warehousing
The transportation and warehousing sector is a major economic

driver, leveraging its strategic location, multimodal

infrastructure, and skilled workforce to serve as a key logistics

hub for northern British Columbia. 

Public Administration
The public administration sector in Prince George encompasses

various levels of government, including municipal, provincial,

federal, and Indigenous administration. 

Prince George is situated in the heart of the province, 800 km

north of Vancouver, British Columbia and 740 km west of

Edmonton, Alberta. Located at the junction of major provincial

Highways 16 & 97, Prince George is also located at the

confluence of the Fraser and Nechako Rivers. Established on

the traditional territory of the Lheidli T’enneh, Prince George is

surrounded by vast natural beauty, yet offers full urban

amenities and superior connectivity to global destinations.

The Prince George economy is well-diversified across all

sectors. Over recent decades, Prince George has developed

from a mainly forest-based economy to a city that has a strong

natural resource base, but also supplies goods and services

for a broad range of sector activities throughout Northern BC,

within Canada and internationally. Prince George is the largest

city in the Cariboo Development Region. Its current estimated

population is 89,490 makes up approximately 55% of the total

Cariboo population. 

The Cariboo Development Region’s seven largest employment

sectors are: Healthcare & Social Assistance; Wholesale &

Retail Trade; Manufacturing; Construction; Educational

Services; Transportation & Warehousing and Public

Administration. Over the past decade, combined employment

in these sectors has seen consistent growth, increasing the

relative presence of the sectors and contributing to the

economic strength and diversity of the region and city’s

economy. 

1.1 LOCATION

PRINCE GEORGE

1.2 ECONOMIC OVERVIEW

1.0 Prince George Outlook
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Area 2001 2006 2011 2016 2021 2025

Prince George 72,406 70,981 71,974 74,003 76,708 89,490

RDFFG 95,317 92,264 91,879 94,506 96,975 106,248

Prince George Fraser-Fort George

British Columbia Canada
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Regional District Population 2021

Fraser-Fort George 96,976

Bulkley-Nechako 37,737

Cariboo 62,931

Kitimat-Stikine 37,790

Northern Rockies 4,478

Peace River 61,532

Stikine 683

Skeena-Queen Charlotte 18,181

Total 320,308

Mother Tongue No. of People

English 79,115

Punjabi (Panjabi) 2,540

French 1,275

German 930

Tagalog (Philipino, Filipino) 775

Cantonese & Mandarin 630

Country of Origin No. of People

India 1,300

Philippines 930

United Kingdom 830

United States 610

Germany 415

China 255

Service Area

320,000

Regional District

96,979

Census Agglomeration

89,490

City

76,708

Median age 

38

2.1 POPULATION
Prince George has an estimated population of 89,490 in

2025; the estimated population of the Regional District of

Fraser-Fort George (RDFFG) is 106,248 in 2025. 

2.3 LANGUAGE & IMMIGRATION
Prince George’s diverse population includes a large

Francophone community and a number of established and

growing immigrant communities. 

2.2 POPULATION BY AGE CHARACTERISTICS

Northern BC’s population was estimated to be 351,537 in

2024 and includes eight Regional Districts: 

SOURCE: Statistics Canada

SOURCE: BC Stats and Statistics Canada

SOURCE: Statistics Canada

SOURCE: Statistics Canada

POPULATION

2.0 Demographics
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SOURCE: Canada Census 2021
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3.1 INDUSTRY STRUCTURE BY EMPLOYMENT
In the Cariboo development region, service-producing industries provide the majority of employment, employing 73% of the

workforce. Goods-producing industries employ the remaining 27% of the workforce.

3.2 EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT RATES
Prince George consistently maintains a higher employment rate than the province of BC and Canada as a whole. High

employment rates and low unemployment in recent years indicate the strength of the local economy and reflect resilience

throughout economic cycles.

3.0 Labour Force

SOURCE: WorkBC

JOBS BY INDUSTRY
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Year Total Permit Value
Non-Residential

Value ($0)
% Non-

Residential

2025 $314,529,634 $168,839,035 53.7%

2024 $267,129,465.00 $132,500,000.00 49.4%

2023 $155,675,145.29 $79,870,822.22 $51.0%

2022 $251,721,962.00 $98,801,437.00 39.3%

2021 $237,215,868.00 $174,590,342.00 74.2%

2023 2024 2025
0

100

200

300

400

500

600

4.1 BUILDING PERMIT VALUES ($000) 
Building activity has been strong over the last few years in

Prince George, cresting $300M in values with multi-family

residential development seeing the most growth, followed

closely by single family residential and new industrial and

commercial developments.

4.2 COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT
Prince George offers a number of development opportunities

with a good selection of affordable land and properties in

various areas of the city suitable for commercial, residential,

and industrial projects. Official Community Plans (OCPs) for

the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George (www.rdffg.bc.ca)

and the City of Prince George (www.princegeorge.ca) outline

land use policy (present and future). Proposed development

must be consistent with the OCPs and local development

guidelines. For more information on commercial and industrial

development refer to the Prince George Business Investment

Guide at www.investprincegeorge.ca.

4.3 RESIDENTIAL MARKET TRENDS 
Stable growth in demand for new single and multi-family

housing units has kept annual housing starts steady in recent

years. Given projected population and economic growth, the

housing market is expected to remain strong. The average

price of homes sold in 2025 was $537,028 compared to

$514,915 in 2024. Prince George is still one of the most

affordable cities in Canada, both for home ownership and

rental accommodation.

SOURCE: City of Prince George

4.0 Real Estate
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Average Home Selling Price

SOURCE: Northern BC Real Estate Board

SOURCE: Northern BC Real Estate Board

http://www.rdffg.bc.ca/
http://www.princegeorge.ca/
http://www.investprincegeorge.ca/
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AVERAGE MORTGAGE PAYMENTS
ACROSS CANADA

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY INDICATOR 

AVERAGE RENT IN DIFFERENT CITIES
($/MONTH, 2 BEDROOMS)

SOURCE: The Canadian Real Estate Association

© 2025 Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation

SOURCE: BC Northern Real Estate Board 

SOURCE: Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation

20% Down Payment 

25yr Amortization 

5yr Closed Term Mortgage 4-5% Interest Rate

4.0 Real Estate
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Distance from Prince

George, BC
Kilometres Miles

Vancouver, BC 786 488

Calgary, AB 793 493

Edmonton, AB 742 461

Prince Rupert, BC 722 449

Fort St. John, BC 458 285

5.0 Transportation

9

CONNECTIVITY
Prince George offers superior transportation connectivity

for local businesses and residents via road, air, rail, and

marine infrastructure. This transportation network gives

Prince George businesses and residents easy access to

anywhere in the world. 

5.1 ROAD TRANSPORTATION
Prince George is located at the junction of the north-south

Highway 97 and east-west Highway 16. The provincial and

federal governments have made considerable

investments into road infrastructure in Northern BC,

including widening the 440km portion of Highway 97

between Cache Creek and Prince George to four lanes

and making improvements to the Pine Pass. The

competitive advantages of Prince George’s transportation

infrastructure are enhanced by the wide variety of

transportation service providers located in the city. 



CONNECTED                TO DOMESTIC
& INTERNATIONAL MARKETS

CROSSROADS                OF 2 MAJOR
HIGHWAYS (16 & 97)

12-40 HOURS CLOSER TO
ASIA THAN OTHER
WEST COAST PORTS

12-26 TRUCK HOURS
ACCESS TO NORTH
AMERICAN MARKETS

82 RAIL HOURS
FROM CHICAGO

17 RAIL HOURS FROM
PRINCE RUPERT

5.2 AIR TRANSPORTATION
The Prince George International Airport (YXS) has the fifth

longest runway in Canada (11,450 ft) and provides domestic

and international air service for passengers and cargo. Air

Canada, Central Mountain Air, Pacific Coastal and WestJet

operate out of YXS with multiple flights every day. Direct

access to major hubs gives Prince George residents access to

international destinations. Northern Thunderbird Air connects

the north and BC’s interior through chartered flights. 450,494

passengers passed through the airport in 2024. 

YXS is the Transpacific Logistics Alternative, located on the

Great Circle Route between major Asian and North American

markets. 

Visit www.pgairport.ca for more information.

5.3 RAIL TRANSPORTATION
Prince George is the divisional headquarters and regional

operations hub for CN Rail’s activities in Northern BC. With its

transcontinental rail network, CN offers the shortest and

fastest routes connecting domestic and international markets.

This gives Prince George a strategic position to facilitate the

export of containerized products to Asia via the Port of Prince

Rupert. CN’s Prince George intermodal facility recently

expanded to meet increased export demand. 

VIA Rail serves a growing visitor market, providing passenger

service from Prince Rupert to Jasper via Prince George.

5.4 MARINE TRANSPORTATION
Prince George is strategically located along the Northwest

Transportation corridor, with road and rail access to the Port

of Vancouver and the Port of Prince Rupert (the closest

Northern American port to Asia) for trade directed east. Lack

of urban congestion and plenty of rail capacity along the

northern mainline facilitates the high-speed movement of

goods between Prince Rupert and all points east. The Ports

activity is expected to grow over 50 million tones of trade

annually within the next decade.

WHERE WE FLY - YXS Airport

5.0 Transportation

ACCESS
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Vancouver

PRINCE GEORGE

Victoria

Kamloops

Fort Nelson

Calgary

Kelowna

Puerto Vallarta,
Mexico (seasonal)

Edmonton

Fort St.
John

Terrace - 
Kitimat

https://www.pgairport.ca/


6.3 PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT

6.4 FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

6.4 REGIONAL DISTRICT

6.0 Government
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6.1 MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
Prince George City Council has prioritized four key

initiatives which include Social Development,

Environment, Economic Development and City

Government. With a focus on these initiatives, Council

hopes to, among other things, address homelessness,

improve air quality, grow affordable and accessible

housing, diversify and grow the economy, and improve

employee engagement. 

Council’s Vision: To be a high functioning, focused,

effective, efficient, responsive, productive, and

accountable Council. Council’s Mission: To provide high

quality services and good governance for the City of

Prince George within available resources. 

Premier

Name David Eby

Party Affiliation NDP

Elected November 18, 2022

Members of the Legislative Party

Electoral District Prince George - Mackenzie

MLA Kiel Giddens

Party Affilication Conservative

Electoral District Prince George - Valemount

MLA Rosalyn Bird

Party Affiliation Conservative

Premier

Name Mark Carney

Party Affiliation Liberal

Elected March 14, 2025

Ministers of Parliament

Riding Name Cariboo - Prince George 

Ministers of Parliament Todd Doherty

Party Affilication Conservative

Riding Name Prince George - Peace River

Ministers of Parliament Bob Zimmer

Party Affiliation Conservative

Title Name

Mayor Simon Yu

Councillor Garth Frizzell

Councillor Kyle Sampson

Councillor Cori Ramsay

Councillor Susan Scott

Councillor Brian Skakun

Councillor Tim Bennett

Councillor Trudy Klassen

Councillor Ron Polillo

Directors (RDFFG) Municipality/ Electoral Area

Victor Mobley "A” Salmon River - Lakes

Lara Beckett “C” Chilako River - Nechako

Bill Empey “D” Tabor Lake - Stone Creek

Art Kaehn “E” Hixon - Woodpecker

Kevin Dunphy “F” Willow River - Upper Fraser

Jerrilyn Kirk “G” Crooked River - Parsnip

Danielle Alan “H” Robson Valley - Canoe

Cori Ramsay City of Prince George

Kyle Sampson City of Prince George

Brian Skakun City of Prince George

Simon Yu City of Prince George

Joan Atkinson District of Mackenzie

Gene Runtz Village of McBride

Owen Torgerson Village of Valemount



2025

Basic Charge Delivery Charge Storage and Transport Charge Cost of Gas
0

2

4

6

8

Canadian Cities 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Montréal, QC 5.20 5.24 5.33 5.55 8.05

Calgary, AB 9.73 10.25 13.16 23.77 23.17

Charlottetown, PE 9.51 9.77 10.17 10.17 19.13

Edmonton, AB 10.64 12.35 14.08 25.62 23.98

Halifax, NS 10.72 11.05 11.40 12.13 19.46

Moncton, NB 8.13 8.28 8.44 8.81 16.30

Ottawa, ON 11.36 9.57 9.78 10.39 14.28

Regina, SK 8.98 8.98 8.98 9.57 17.89

St. John’s, NL 9.12 9.12 9.32 9.28 14.62

Toronto, ON 11.23 9.45 9.76 8.88 15.06

Vancouver, BC 7.84 7.88 7.76 7.91 12.06

Winnipeg, MB 5.53 5.68 5.90 5.90 10.53

RESIDENTIAL AVERAGE PRICES

7.1 TELECOMMUNICATIONS
Prince George’s high quality, reliable

telecommunications infrastructure ensures

that residents and businesses are well-

connected. Wireless and fixed-line telephone

and broadband services are available through

several providers.

7.2 WASTE MANAGEMENT &
RECYCLING
The Province of British Columbia has

introduced the new Multi-Material BC (MMBC)

recycling program to provide curbside

recycling collection of packaging and printed

paper for residents who currently receive

curbside garbage collection

(www.multimaterialbc.ca). Additional

recycling depots and the regional landfill are

managed by the Regional District of Fraser-

Fort George. Business waste management

infrastructure and policies vary depending on

the characteristics of the operation. The City

of Prince George (www.princegeorge.ca) or

the Regional District Fraser-Fort George

(www.rdffg.bc.ca) can be contacted for more

information.

7.3 NATURAL GAS
Fortis BC (www.fortisbc.com) delivers natural gas to homes and

businesses in Prince George. For more information, refer to the rate

schedule that applies to the Inland region for residential buildings. These

rates are updated quarterly and available through the “For Homes” section

of the Fortis BC website.

7.4 ELECTRICITY
BC Hydro (www.bchydro.com) supplies electricity for residents and

businesses in Prince George. BC’s electricity rates are amongst the lowest

in North America. Electricity rates depend on three factors: demand,

supplied voltage and customer load. 

7.0 Utilities
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NATURAL GAS RATES (MAINLAND)

SOURCE: Hydro-Quebec

Average Prices For Large-Power Customers (IN ¢/kWh)*

*For a monthly consumption of 3,060,000 kWh and a power demand of 5,000 kW. Shown in Canadian

currency. Data from Comparison of Electricity Prices in Major North American Cities publications, Hydro-

Québec, 2019-2024. Average prices excluding taxes.

http://www.multimaterialbc.ca/
http://www.princegeorge.ca/
http://www.rdffg.bc.ca/
http://www.fortisbc.com/
http://www.bchydro.com/


8.2 DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
The City’s Official Community Plan (OCP) establishes the

framework for directing future growth and land use in the City

of Prince George. The OCP provides for long-term land use in

terms of residential, commercial and industrial development,

as well as parks and recreation, green space and agricultural

land. A complete copy of the OCP is available on the City’s

website: www.princegeorge.ca 

A number of development review processes are required by

the City, including: Development Permits, Building Permits,

Development Variance Permits, Business Licenses and Land

Use Changes, such as rezoning. Any proposed land use or

development must be consistent with its OCP designation and

meet zoning, other city bylaw and safety requirements. For

more detailed information contact the City of Prince George

Development Services Department: www.princegeorge.ca

In order to ensure that the City’s municipal land use

regulation, building and fire codes, and other community

safety requirements are followed, businesses operating in the

City of Prince George need a valid business license. The cost

of a license depends on the type of business, and licenses

must be renewed annually. A complete listing of Business

License Fees is available on the City’s website:

www.princegeorge.ca

8.3 DEVELOPMENT COST CHARGES
(DCCS)
There are four area-specific DCC rates (A, B, C, and D), with

rates reflecting a truer cost of servicing development in the

outer lying areas of the city. Lower DCC rates are applied for

certain development conditions in order to encourage

sustainable growth. DCC rates are area specific to reflect a

truer cost of service development. Specific inquiries should be

made to the City of Prince George Development Services

Department: www.princegeorge.ca

8.1 CITY OF PRINCE GEORGE TAX RATES
The City of Prince George offers residential property taxes and

comparatively lower housing prices that have provided a lower

tax burden and stable housing environment over the last five

years. The City of Prince George also has property taxes that

are competitive with other municipalities in BC, making the city

a great place for finding a high quality of life and business

opportunities.

TOTAL RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAXES ($)*
(PER $1,000 OF ASSESSED VALUE)

2025 PROPERTY TAXES ($)*
(PER $1,000 OF ASSESSED VALUE)

Note 1: If a development deemed to be single-family/two-family residential
proceeds in Areas C or D, rate calculated for the corresponding land use in
Area A will apply. 
SOURCE: City of Prince George

Area A (INCLUDES THE BCR, DANSON AND CARTER INDUSTRIAL AREAS)
Area C (INCLUDES THE PRINCE GEORGE AIRPORT AUTHORITY)
Area D (INCLUDES THE DOWNTOWN CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT)
*Rates current at time of publication
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Type of Development Area A* Area B* Area C* Area D*

Single-Family/Two-Family Residential (per parcel) $3,529 $6,578 See Note 1 See Note 1

Higher Density Single/Two-Family Residential (per parcel) $2,899 $5,370 See Note 1 See Note 1

Multi-Family Medium to High Density (per unit) $2,295 $4,283 $2,295 $229

Commercial (per m2) $32.28 $61.08 $35.33 $2.85

Industrial (per ha) $53,250 $98,483 $51,448 $5,282

Institutional (per m2) $24.31 $46.11 $26.72 $2.10

http://www.princegeorge.ca/
http://www.princegeorge.ca/
http://www.princegeorge.ca/
http://www.princegeorge.ca/
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9.1 CLIMATE 
Prince George has a moderate climate due to its central

location in BC. With just over 1,900 hours of sunshine per

year, residents of the city experience all four seasons and

enjoy the outdoors all year round. The average summer

temperature (June to August) is 15.6°C with an average high

of 22.1°C, and the average winter temperature (December to

February) is a moderate -6.1°C with an average high of -2.2°C.

9.2 AIRSHED MANAGEMENT
Prince George is committed to ensuring good air quality for

residents. The Prince George Air Improvement Roundtable

(PGAIR) researches, monitors and implements air quality

improvements in order to reduce the emission of air

contaminants that cause air quality concerns, and prevent air

quality problems from developing. The roundtable requires the

cooperation of all levels of government, industry, community

stakeholders and the general public (www.pgairquality.com).

9.3 COMMUNICATIONS & MEDIA
News Outlets

9.0 Quality of Life
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Outlet Medium

My Prince George Now Online

Prince George Citizen Print/Online

CKPG Today TV/Online

CKPG-FM Radio

CBC Radio One Radio

CFIS Radio

PG Daily News Online

http://www.pgairquality.com/


In Prince George, a full range of urban amenities complement

four-season recreation found in the natural beauty of the

outdoors. Prince George is a growing city that offers an

abundant selection of activities for residents and visitors alike.

Recreation, dining, culture, and entertainment opportunities

abound, facilitating community involvement and contributing to

the quality of life in the city.

9.4.1 RECREATION & SPORT
Prince George is a mecca for outdoor enthusiasts, with 120

parks within city limits, campsites, golf courses, and many

other outdoor facilities. A ten-minute drive in any direction

brings residents and visitors in contact with numerous hiking

and biking trails, fishing spots, and swimming holes. In fact,

there are over 1,600 lakes and rivers within an hour’s drive of

Prince George; the city is perfect for a weekend getaway! 

Prince George’s world class sport facilities provide a wide

range of sporting activities, with 18 outdoor and six indoor

soccer fields, over 30 tennis courts, seven indoor ice rinks,

two aquatic facilities (one deemed world class), gyms (one

with the largest indoor running track in BC), curling rinks, and

numerous other sporting facilities.

A truly four-season recreation city, Prince George boasts

spectacular cross country skiing trails, a world class biathlon

range, challenging downhill skiing and snowboarding, and a

400 metre outdoor ice oval. The city is the home of The Prince

George Iceman, the only winter multisport event of its kind.

Prince Georgians definitely don’t hibernate in winter!

The city’s enthusiasm for sport is indicated by a hosting

resume which recently included the 2025 BC Special

Olympics Summer Games hosting 1,200 athletes and over

400 coaches, families and spectators, and the 2024 Para

Nordic World Championships which hosted 185 athletes from

20 countries with an estimated economic impact of $7.2

million. www.tourismpg.com 

9.4.2 DINING OUT IN PRINCE GEORGE
Prince George is home to a top-notch food community with

highly awarded restaurants and diverse festivals. As the major

service centre for northern BC, Prince George has the fast

food and formal dining chain restaurants that one would

expect in a larger city. Meanwhile, the downtown core offers a

wide array of local options. There’s plenty to choose from

whether you crave upscale French cuisine, romantic

Mediterranean, locally brewed craft beer and farm fresh foods,

barbeque platters and brisket, mild or spicy curries, authentic

Vietnamese food, authentic Italian style pizza, or fine dining

delicacies. Prince George is also home to Canada's northern-

most fruit winery. During summer months find local food

trucks throughout the city offering local fare and various

restaurant patios to enjoy a beverage on.

www.tourismpg.com 
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Prince George has a thriving arts scene, and those searching

for a cultural experience won’t be disappointed. The city has

two professional theatre companies (Theatre Northwest and

Judy Russell Productions), a first-class symphony (Prince

George Symphony Orchestra), incredible art museums (the

Two Rivers Gallery and the Omineca Arts Centre), and many

innovative dance companies. The Exploration Place Museum

and Science Centre is always a delight with its informative and

entertaining exhibits and the Railway and Forestry Museum

offers an educational step back in time and is even dog

friendly. Not to mention Huble Homestead, only 40 km north of

downtown, which offers visitors the opportunity to immerse

themselves in the history of the early 1900s. 

Prince George also enjoys a growing music scene. Since

2008, the annual Coldsnap Music Festival has been warming

up both residents and visitors every winter as one of Canada’s

premiere winter music festivals. Many local pubs and

restaurants host touring and local musicians as well as open-

mic nights and live entertainment are never hard to find in

Prince George. 

An active arts community made up of writers, artisans, and

craftspeople of all kinds enhances life in Prince George by

facilitating a broad range of unique artistic experiences. Many

downtown boutique shops feature locally made artwork,

handcrafts, and traditional Indigenous art. The city’s series of

fall craft fairs are considered “must attend” events. Shopping

opportunities in Prince George abound with many national and

international retailers and two large shopping malls featuring

popular brands and a vibrant downtown core with unique,

locally owned shops lining the streets. 

Sports fans will have a great time taking in the local talent.

The Northern Sports Centre is home to the Canadian

Interuniversity Sport (CIS) division men and women’s

Timberwolves soccer and basketball teams. The KOPAR

Memorial Arena, located downtown, is the host arena of the

city’s BC Hockey League team, the Prince George Spruce

Kings; meanwhile, the CN Centre is home to the Western

Hockey League’s Prince George Cougars and is also a venue

for big name performers of every variety, including Elton John

and Cirque du Soleil.

9.0 Quality of Life
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https://www.theatrenorthwest.com/
https://www.judyrusselldance.com/
https://www.pgso.com/
https://tworiversgallery.ca/
https://www.ominecaartscentre.com/
https://theexplorationplace.com/
https://pgrfm.bc.ca/
https://www.hublehomestead.ca/
https://www.coldsnapfestival.com/
https://www.unbc.ca/northern-sport-centre
https://www.sprucekings.bc.ca/
https://www.sprucekings.bc.ca/
https://www.cncentre.ca/
https://chl.ca/whl-cougars/


9.4.4 MEETINGS AND CONVENTIONS
Prince George is the natural meeting place for rivers,

highways, and – most importantly – people! The city offers

exceptional value with all the comforts and amenities

necessary to host an unforgettable event. As the basecamp

for Northern BC, Prince George is host to many industry,

corporate, association and community meetings and

conventions. The Prince George Conference and Civic Centre is

the city’s premiere meeting and conference venue; with over

40,000 sqft of flexible space. The venue hosts an average of

500 events each year with over 150,000 individual attendees.

www.princegeorgeciviccentre.ca

Those looking for something out of the ordinary will find many

other venue options in Prince George: The CN Centre’s Ice

Lounge, the Bentley Centre at the University of Northern British

Columbia, and the Northern Lights Estate Winery are just a few

examples of unique spaces. With more than 900 hotel rooms

in the downtown core there's an additional 90,000 sqft of

meeting space available for any type of meeting. An additional

1,800 hotel and motel rooms are just within city limits.

Tourism Prince George and local event planners and suppliers

in Prince George can provide assistance every step of the way

to ensure your event is successful. 

9.4.5 VISITOR SERVICES
The newly renovated Prince George Visitor Information Centre

is located at 850 Canada Games Way. The Centre is a

welcoming place, offering information about things to do,

outdoor activities, and places to stay. Explore the outdoor

Nanguz ‘an Container Market surrounding a year round

skating rink; rent skates, bicycles and fishing rods to create

your own fun. Visitor Centre staff will be delighted to help you

find anything you need to know about Prince George.

www.tourismpg.com

9.4.6 DOWNTOWN PRINCE GEORGE
Downtown Prince George is a hub for a variety of professional

service organizations including banks, law firms, insurance

companies, engineering firms, accounting services and more.

The downtown core is also home to numerous locally owned

boutiques, restaurants and pubs. Locals who live downtown

enjoy the ease of walking to work and the convenience of

public transportation. Featuring several development

incentives and some of the lowest development cost charges

in the city, the downtown core is an ideal location for both

commercial and residential development. To connect with the

Downtown Business Improvement Association, please visit

their website. www.downtownpg.com

9.0 Quality of Life
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9.5.1 NORTHERN HEALTH
The head office for Northern Health (NH), which is

responsible for the delivery of healthcare across Northern

BC, is located in Prince George. Within NH, there are 18

hospitals, 24 long-term-care facilities, and many public

health units and offices providing specialized services.

Prince George is also home to the region’s largest and only

teaching hospital, the University Hospital of Northern

British Columbia (UHNBC). NH's total revenues for

2022/2023 were $1.28 billion. More than 8,200 people

work for NH, holding approximately 3,800 full-time

equivalent positions. (www.northernhealth.ca) The BC

Cancer Agency Centre for the North and its supporting

facility, The Kordyban Lodge, became operational in

November 2012 and March 2013 respectively,

representing an estimated $100M+ investment in

healthcare infrastructure in Prince George. NH is building a

new 11-storey Acute Care Tower at UHNBC in Prince

George, with construction starting in 2026 and completion

expected by 2031. This $1.66 billion project will expand

cardiac, surgical, and mental health services, and is

designed in collaboration with Indigenous communities to

support culturally safe care.

9.5.2 RCMP SERVICES
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police are contracted to be

the municipal police force and serve the community of

Prince George and the Regional District of Fraser-Fort

George. During the spring of 2014, a new $38.9M RCMP

Detachment facility opened in downtown Prince George.

The North District Main RCMP Detachment is located at

5th and Ospika.

9.5.3 FIRE PROTECTION AND AMBULANCE
SERVICES
The Prince George Fire Department has four fire halls

strategically located throughout the city to provide optimum

coverage for the community. The Fire Department has

formed and trained special rescue teams to handle highly

technical and large-scale rescues and emergencies. The

BC Ambulance Service (BCAS) Northern Region

Administrative Office is located in Prince George and

serves 34 ambulance stations across the Northern region.

BCAS flight centres support the AIRVAC and Critical Care

Transport Program, which provides necessary

transportation linkages between hospitals and referral

centres across the province. 

9.0 Quality of Life

18

9.5 HEALTH & SAFETY

http://www.northernhealth.ca/


Over 13k
School District No.57

Over 3.6k
UNBC Students

Over 6k
CNC Students

9.6.1 UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN BC
UNBC is one of the top universities of its size in Canada

according to rankings published in Maclean’s Magazine. UNBC

placed second in the latest edition of the rankings and

consistently scores well in categories relating to student-to-

faculty ratio, quality of faculty and number of students who

have won national awards. UNBC is one of four British

Columbia research institutions and is included in the Top 50

Research Universities rankings produced annually by Research

Infosource. Adopting the trademark Canada’s Green University

in 2007, UNBC is addressing sustainability as a top priority in

our campus operations. UNBC offers more than 100 academic

programs leading to certificates, diplomas, and degrees,

including Masters and PhDs. A highlight program offering is

the Northern Medical Program, a partnership with the

University of British Columbia (UBC). Over, 3,600 students are

enrolled at the university. www.unbc.ca

9.6.2 COLLEGE OF NEW CALEDONIA
The College of New Caledonia (CNC) is committed to providing

educational opportunities designed to meet the unique needs

of the residents of Central and Northern BC. Around 5,000

students are enrolled annually at the college, including

international programs. The College offers more than 80

programs at six campuses including health sciences, trades,

university studies and career access. CNC recently built a new

$19.7M Technical Education Centre to provide a range of

trades training opportunities to its students. CNC offers the

second lowest tuition rates in BC and has provided education

to over 100,000 students since its inception in 1969.

www.cnc.bc.ca

9.6.3 SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 57
School District No. 57, lies in the boundaries of the Regional

District of Fraser-Fort George, currently enrolls over 13,000

students and employs more than 1,800 teachers and support

staff. The District consists of thirty two elementary schools,

eight secondary schools, and one Centre for Learning

Alternatives. The Board of Education and senior

administration are accountable to the families and

communities they serve and managed an annual budget of

approximately $171M in 2024. www.sd57.bc.ca

9.6.4 SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 93
The Conseil Scolaire Francophone (CSF) is the only school

authority in British Columbia to offer the complete

Francophone Education Program. The francophone program in

Prince George enrolls 1,135 students from kindergarten to

grade 12; kindergarten to grade 7 students attend Ecole

Elementaire Franco-Nord and grades 8 to 12 are completed at

Duchess Park. www.csf.bc.ca

9.6 EDUCATION
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Disclaimer: The data provided in this document has been collected from a variety of sources and is deemed
to be accurate and up-to-date at the time of publication. Please report errors or omissions to City of Prince
George - Economic Development. City of Prince George - Economic Development does not accept
responsibility or liability for information and those using the material should verify it with other sources to
ensure that it is correct and current.
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	Montréal, QC
	5.20
	5.24
	5.33
	5.55
	8.05
	Calgary, AB
	9.73
	10.25
	13.16
	23.77
	23.17
	Charlottetown, PE
	9.51
	9.77
	10.17
	10.17
	19.13
	Edmonton, AB
	10.64
	12.35
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	25.62
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	Halifax, NS
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	11.05
	11.40
	12.13
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	Moncton, NB
	8.13
	8.28
	8.44
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	16.30
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	8.98
	8.98
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	8.88
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	7.84
	7.88
	7.76
	7.91
	12.06
	Winnipeg, MB
	5.53
	5.68
	5.90
	5.90
	10.53
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	8.1 CITY OF PRINCE GEORGE TAX RATES The City of Prince George offers residential property taxes and comparatively lower housing prices that have provided a lower tax burden and stable housing environment over the last five years. The City of Prince George also has property taxes that are competitive with other municipalities in BC, making the city a great place for finding a high quality of life and business opportunities.
	8.2 DEVELOPMENT SERVICES The City’s Official Community Plan (OCP) establishes the framework for directing future growth and land use in the City of Prince George. The OCP provides for long-term land use in terms of residential, commercial and industrial development, as well as parks and recreation, green space and agricultural land. A complete copy of the OCP is available on the City’s website: www.princegeorge.ca
	A number of development review processes are required by the City, including: Development Permits, Building Permits, Development Variance Permits, Business Licenses and Land Use Changes, such as rezoning. Any proposed land use or development must be consistent with its OCP designation and meet zoning, other city bylaw and safety requirements. For more detailed information contact the City of Prince George Development Services Department: www.princegeorge.ca
	In order to ensure that the City’s municipal land use regulation, building and fire codes, and other community safety requirements are followed, businesses operating in the City of Prince George need a valid business license. The cost of a license depends on the type of business, and licenses must be renewed annually. A complete listing of Business License Fees is available on the City’s website: www.princegeorge.ca
	8.3 DEVELOPMENT COST CHARGES (DCCS) There are four area-specific DCC rates (A, B, C, and D), with rates reflecting a truer cost of servicing development in the outer lying areas of the city. Lower DCC rates are applied for certain development conditions in order to encourage sustainable growth. DCC rates are area specific to reflect a truer cost of service development. Specific inquiries should be made to the City of Prince George Development Services Department: www.princegeorge.ca
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	Higher Density Single/Two-Family Residential (per parcel)
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	$5,370
	See Note 1
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	$32.28
	$61.08
	$35.33
	$2.85
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	$98,483
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	$26.72
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